
There are many more places to snowshoe than I have listed. But I wanted to 
highlight the places I go to and enjoy.  

Safety

Communication/avalanche awareness ( avoid 
steep & deep terrain)/partner up (dont go alone)/
bring your cell phone (map & compass)/prepare 
for the worst/er on the side of caution/extra fuel 
and water/Other emergencies that you should try 
to prepare for include hypothermia and frostbite, 
altitude sickness, equipment failure, wildlife, and 
the dreaded drunken snowmobiler!



Prosser Hill OHV Area, 
Truckee 
Location: apx 5 miles north of 
interstate 80 in on Highway 89. The 
parking is on the left hand side of 
the road. 

Ability: Varies but more on the 

beginner side 
Description: Typically utilized by 
snowmobilers, this access point offers 
many options. The snowmobile packed 
trails can take you all the way to 
independence Lake if your as strong 
and fit as an ox. But for us mortals, I 
like to explore prosser hill (aka the animal) head out towards carpenter valley (until I 
hit private property) and just run out and back on the packed (free) trails. 

Pacific Crest Trailhead near Boreal 
location: Exit at the Boreal ski area. Drive along parallel to the highway for about 
1 mile until you reach a parking lot. This is your initial access point (Requires 
SNO-PARK parking pass) See ohv.parks.ca.gov/snoparks for more sites

Ability: Heading south beginner on snowshoe packed trails/Heading North 

intermediate to advanced on snowshoe & skier packed trails 
Description:  Here we have two access points. Heading south the trail takes you briefly 
along the Pct south until it becomes its own animal. There you continue south 
meandering along the cliffs and ridges the hide between interstate 80 and highway 40. 
This is an out and back run. 
Going North, you first have to walk back down the road under the highway and access 
the trail via castle peak. From here it is a gradual climb until your 2 miles in. Here you 
reach a saddle that gives you the option to head down to the Peter Grubb hut or 
venture up to Castle peak. Warning this summit can be dangerous in the winter. I often 
get there via Basin Peak which is 4.5 miles out before ascending for the ridge.  

Now Get out there! Wait! 
Where?



Negro Canyon 
Location: A few miles up interstate 80 from Truckee.  The exit is the Donner Lake 
exit. When exiting head away from the lake. Turn into the side road and park off 
the side of the soon to be ending paved road. There will often be lots of 
snowmobile vehicles. 

Ability: Intermediate to Advanced 
Description: Theres no getting away from hit here, you will start with a climb. But 
you’ve got options. A snowshoe packed trail often follows the Donner lake rim trail. 
This is a great, gradual yet challenging climbing. The road is packed by 
snowmobiles.This can take you to peaks, summit lake and for the adventurous Euer 
Valley (portions are still private land).  I run this canyon often. 

Donner memorial state park 
location: Just outside of town off of donner pass road (old 40). Best parking is by 
heading towards coldstream canyon. Pass the 76 gas station. 

Ability: beginner to intermediate 
Description: This isi where I learned to snowshoe. I will always snowshoe here and 
carry a certain amount of ownership and pride for these trails. This is mostly beginner 
terrain. Whether you chose to run along the lake and return along the trees or loop 
Merrils pond in coldstream canyon. All of this terrain is relatively flat.  

However, Schallengbergers ridge is a fantastic proving ground for the skills 
you’ve learned on your snowshoes. I’ve coaxed a group of bay area teachers up this 
ridge and back down the steeps into the park proper. The coined it the “Death March” 
but really they all had a lot of fun.  

Tahoe Donner Nordic Center/Royal Gorge/ Tahoe City Nordic/ 
Northstar nordic  
location: all of these have websites to guide you accordingly. Please refer to them 
if interested. 

Ability: from beginner to advanced. 
Description: All nordic centers provide varied groomed terrain, snowshoe rentals, 
safety, and people. All of them will allow you to experience all that snowshoeing has to 
offer in a safe, secure environment. I encourage all beginners to start here before 
venturing into the backcountry. And even advanced snowshoers, these places provide 
consistent training conditions the backcountry cannot provide. I use them often but as 
a comparison I use nordic centers for my “road running training” and the backcountry 
is for my trail running training.  



Locally there are not that many options. That’s why I tend to travel for snowshoe 
racing. In Colorado, Oregon, or the 
east coast states, snowshoe racing is 
very popular. Here we toe the line 
with 20-50 participants. Most other 
places you will see 100-200 racers 
easily. Thats really fun. Below are a 
few races in the area . But not to 
exclude the Tahoe Mountain Milers, 
they put on a 5km snowshoe race at 
the end of February that has yet to 
be posted and Diamond Peak also has 
an uphill race. Patti Jo Struve, a 
snowshoe racing pioneer has been 
hosting a snowshoe race in Bear 
Valley for several years, that 
supports young musicians.  So get 
your feet wet and come participate 
and help this sport.  

Tahoe Rim Tour, Tahoe City to Northstar 
Sunday, February 1, 2015 

Snowshoe, Classic Ski or Skate Ski 

Lost Sierra Snowshoe Races, Johnsville Historic Ski Bowl
(1 Hour North of Truckee near Graeagle) 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 
5k,10k and relays 

Billy Dutton Uphill, Squaw Valley USA 
Sunday, April 12, 2015 

2000’ of climbing in 3.2 miles 

You wanna race?!



The below listed retailers are not only partners with the Donner Party mountain 
runners, they also carry the products we need and want to do our trail running sports 
whether they be on dirt or on snow. 

Alpenglow, Tahoe City 

Granite Chief, Truckee 

Paco’s Bike & Ski, Truckee 

Tahoe Mountain Sports, Truckee 

Tahoe Sports Hub, Truckee 

The Donner Party Mountain Runners 
www.donnerpartymountainrunners.com  

United States Snowshoe Association 
www.snowshoeracing.com  

Snowshoe Magazine 
www.snowshoemag.com  

Atlas Snowshoe Company 
www.atlassnowshoe.com  

La sportiva mountain running 
www.mountainrunning.com

Retailers we support
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